“ “ Pongo Poetry Workshop Theme: Let’s Face It
Length: 60-90 Minutes

POETRY PROJECT standards: CCSS:ELA:W.4; WA-ELP:9-12.7

Opening Poem — (2 minutes)

“The Lessons of Courage and Fear” by Keesha (Youth Poet)

Intro to Personal Poetry Writing with Pongo — (5 min)
Opening questions: Who's written poetry before? What makes a good poem?
Pongo Poetry Project’s Values:

e Honesty is the most quality of good poetry.
e Write from the heart about who you are as a person.
* Young people have important things to say.

Lesson continues in either Pongo Classic or Classroom mode...




Names & Norms—(5-10 min) Names & Norms—(5-10 min)
(What are some guidelines we should have to create a

Brave Space?) Same as “Classic”
Group Writing Activity*—(15-20 min) Group Writing Activity*— (20
min)

1st Read/Watch “Facing It” by Yusef
Komunyakaa Same as “Classic”

2rd Group Poem in Response —Students
volunteer responses to instructor prompts,
instructor records responses, a poem is created.

*Skip Group Poem Activity if only 60 Minutes
One-on-One Poetry Writing with Students and  Independent Writing*— (20 min)
Poetry Mentors* —(30-40 min)
1.) Participants complete fill-in-

Students-Mentors pair up the-blank such as “Lessons of
Student chooses a.) Dictation, b.) Fill-in-the-blank Courage & Fear” or can write
such as “Lessons of Courage & Fear” or c.) independently. Pongo Poetry
independent write, asking for assistance when Mentor (s) circulate and is
needed. Multiple methods may be used available to help generate ideas.

depending on student need.
*Pongo’s “Ideas for Personal/Poetic Enhancements” Handout available for poetic
devices
Group Sharing —(10-15 min) Group Sharing —(10-15 min)

Review our Norms/Guidelines Same as “Classic”

Volunteer participants read (one to start, more if
time), Audience listens; snaps at the end

Wrap Up—(5-15 min)

1. Students complete Writer Experience Survey/Writer’s Release for Publication
2. Pongo Poetry Mentors collect student poems



https://youtu.be/90yxqlVrLP8
https://youtu.be/90yxqlVrLP8
https://www.pongoteenwriting.org/activities/featured/lessons-of-courage-and-fear.html
https://www.pongoteenwriting.org/activities/featured/lessons-of-courage-and-fear.html
https://www.pongoteenwriting.org/activities/featured/lessons-of-courage-and-fear.html

